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158 THE MONIST. 

tice. In creating he makes a moral experiment, and is permitted to conclude 
it as he chooses. It is enough that the action should be well managed, the 
experiment artistically worked out. The admiration of succeeding ages de- 
cides, and is given to work and literatures of widely differing genius." 

Sociological Papers. By Francis Gallon, E Westermarck, P. Geddes, E. 
Durkheim, Harold H. Mann and V. V. Branford. With an Introduc- 
tory Address by fames Bryce. Published for the Sociological Society. 
London : Macmillan & Co. 1905. Pp. xviii, 292. 
This volume consists of the papers read before the Sociological Society 
in its first session in 1904, together with a report of some of the discussions 
which followed them. The president's opening address, by Mr. James Bryce, 
fitly serves for an introduction. The history and methodology of sociology 
are represented by the papers of Mr. Branford and Professor Durkheim on the 
relation of sociology to the social sciences and to philosophy. Pioneer re- 
searches in borderland problems are represented by Dr. Westermarck's paper 
on the position of woman in early civilization, and that of Mr. Mann on 
agricultural village life in England. Applied sociology is represented by the 
paper of Professor Geddes on "Civics," and that of Mr. Galton on "Eugenics," 
in which the first treats of cities and the other of their citizens. In the 
preface, responsibility for statement of facts and opinions advocated, is dis- 
claimed for the society and laid entirely upon the individual writers and 
speakers. 

The fifth and sixth volumes of the Harvard Oriental Series are devoted 
to the Brhad-devata, which is attributed to Saunaka, and comprises a sum- 
mary of the deities and myths of the Rig-veda. It is translated into English 
and critically edited by Arthur Anthony MacDonell, Boden Professor of 
Sanskrit in the University of Oxford. (Price, $1.50 per vol.) 

The first volume contains the editor's introduction and the Sanskrit text 
together with seven indices of the Brhad-devata ; while the second consists of 
the translation, each translated verse being immediately followed by its corre- 
sponding notes. 

The Brhad - devata itself begins with a long introduction, consisting 
mainly of a classification and enumeration of the Vedic deities in connection 
with Prajapati and with the Vedic triad of Fire, Indra or Vayu, and Sun, 
as representing respectively the gods of the three worlds. This introduction 
closes with a grammatical discussion dealing with the different parts of 
speech, word-analysis, and a criticism of Yaska's errors in the division of 
words. Most of the work is concerned with stating the deities in right suc- 
cesson for the hymns and stanzas of the Rig-veda. It is however by no 
means merely an index of the deities, but contains also forty legends whose 
purpose is to explain the occasion of the composition of the hymns with 
which they are connected. This is the oldest systematic collection of legends 
which we possess in Sanskrit. They are told in epic style, and are connected 
historically with many of the Mahabharata stories. The text contains many 
other data connected with the deities, and a full discussion of the character 
of the Vaisvadeva hymns. 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES. 1 59 

One of the most interesting and original investigations of the much- 
mooted subject of personal immortality is Prof. Gustav Theodor Fechner's 
little book, On Life After Death. The English translation by Hugo Wer- 
nekke, Head Master of the Realgymnasium at Weimar, first appeared in 1882, 
and was presented to its venerable author on his eightieth birthday. The 
book is written in a very popular style, and since the edition has long since 
been exhauseted, the translator has thoroughly revised his work, which The 
Open Court Publishing Company now deems advisable to re-publish. A dis- 
cussion of the publisher's position in regard to Professor Fechner's views, is 
contained elsewhere in this number of The Monist. 

A CORRECTION. 

To the Editor of The Monist: 

In a discussion of the contemporary development of diplomacy in the 
July number of The Monist (Vol. XV, p. 474) the reviewer mentions as "the 
principle formulated by French kings in the impudent dictum, the ultimate 
reason of autocracy: Car tel est notre bon plaisir" and I regret to find here 
this trite assertion which is also a gross mistake. 

Mr. Funck Brentano, who knows our seventeenth century so thoroughly, 
alluded to it quite recently in the review Minerva with reference to an his- 
torical novel by M. Henri De Regnier. "The bon plaisir," writes he, "is diplo- 
matically a heresy, a barbarism, as Count Mas-Latria demonstrated in such 
a scholarly way in his conclusive article published by La Bibliothique des 
Chartes. The only formula used in the royal acts is tel est notre plaisir, and 
these words are handed down by tradition from the very distant times when 
plaisir had a far more serious meaning. "At present," writes Froissart, "he 
(a count of Flanders) is pleased to obey the ordinances and pleasures of the 
king of France and the French." 

The pleasure, or "good pleasure," if the latter be preferred, was the 
king's verdict pronounced by him as head of the State, after due deliberation 
with his council, and which could be delivered only after it was countersigned 
by a secretary of the government. Many facts also show that bon plaisir was 
not more exact in a figurative than in a literal sense. 

I thought it of some use to send you this correction for the information 
of your readers. I have no doubt but you will be glad to be warned against 
ready made judgments, repeated by partially or ill-informed people. 

Paris, France. Lucien Arreat. 



With the beginning of a new volume, we have decided to change the 
style of The Monist by having the more important essays printed in pica type, 
which we hope will make the reading of weighty matter easier; and we are 
especially glad to have secured for this first number of the new year, two 
articles on the physical constitution of the universe, a subject which is interest- 
ing to all speculative minds, and should therefore not be forgotten in philos- 
ophy. Both are popular in style so as to give a clear insight iito the present 
status of our knowledge as to the elementary composition of the smallest 
units of the materials that constitute the universe. 



